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THE 
PREFACE: 
© 
Here having been ſuch a multitude of theſe Speeches 
{ Printed and publiſhed (my ſelf having ſeen no 
fewer then four ſeveral ſorts, via. Twoin ahalf 
ſheet, one In a whole ſheet, and one in two Jheets,) and 
the Vulgar being ſo apt ro be deceived, it was thought 
\ highly neceſſary to ſend abroad ſome Animadverſions 
upon them. How they are done, I lezve others to Judge,and 


latisfie my felf with the honeſty of my intentions, which 
were the undeceiving of thoſe who ſo eaſily believed dying 


mens words without confidering their principles ; 

That the Church of Rome allows thoſe of her Commu- 
nion to lay what is falſe; yea to Swear what is falſe, and 
this when they ſay and Swear to others, that they do nei- 
ſpeak nor ſwear falſely, 2or zſe any Equivocation or 
Mental Reſervation, I have fully proved in the following 
Papers from their own approved Authors. 

I have alſo proved that they allow the denying what it 
moſt true, ' and aſſerting what is moſt talſe, with the moſt 
dreadful and folemneſt Oaths and Imprecations , and 
that they may without any ſcruple endeavour to deceive 0- 
thers by the uſe of ſuch falſneſs as at other times, ſo eyen 
when they are dying; 

It will be needleſs here to give any account of his de- 
portment upon the Scaffold, there being a Paper publiſhed 
relating all the circumſtances of it, only two or three Paſ- 
ſaves out of that Paper we will take leave to tranſcribe : 
After his Speech which he read out of a Paper, and after 
Prayer in Engliſh and Lat in ſtanding up he ſpake theſe 
words, 1 beſecch thee God, not to avenge my Innocent 
Blood upon any man in the whole Kingdom, no not 
againſt thoſe wha by their Perjurics haye EOUg mc 
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T.H£E REF ACE. 
herc; tor I protcts PH rc Almighty God, that [ NC- 
ver combined againft the Kings life, 1 xr any ; bod digs 
clfe, but whatever I' did was only to neal Liberty, 
vr the Pxoteſtane Diflenters and.che Romith Religi- 
And as for the Duke of York, Ido here declare 
Koch my. Salv: ation , I know of no Dcfign that he: c- 
ver had againſt the King, bur hath cvcr behaved him- 
{elf as a Lov: 19g Loyal Brother ought to do ; fo now 
upon my Sa lvation I have ſaid truc all that Ih ave ſad ; 
[ pray God blcſs the King and blels you all, eſpecially 
the Kings Loyal Subjects, for I know you have a good 
and Gracious King, as cver Reigned, God forgive me 
my {ins, I forgive all thc world, cven theic Fellows 
tar b! ought. me ncre, and I pray God fend them no 
worſe Puniſkncat then to tell the Truth, and ſo Cod 
lets you all. Zhen a Miniſter telling him he had dif 
owned the Ihculgence's of the Romiſh Chareh, he paſſion- 
dtely replyed, I do ſay that the Church of Ro me al- 
lows no lndulgences for Murder,Lying, &c. And what- 
cyer 1 have ſaid is truc, and being ache if he had re- 
ceivdno Abſolution, anbered I have received none at all. 
I ſhall n6t fluff this Pretace with any Animadycriions 
on- «theſe \Pallages, having done it on the like in the 
Back it felf, to which 1 refer the Reader, and then if 
un ſr ejaddtce, { leave him to judge whether any Credit is to 
be given to the Dying words of this fort of mcn. 


A DVERTISEMEN 7. 


'Fhere 15 , PUR: :hed 4 Large Rroad- (1c cengraven On a Copper 
Late, cnt irulce, The popaſt Danmable plet againſt our Religion, ai 
T ileriies, in ſrecrdl of its Pranches, lively delineated, with an accourt 
of the mamior of the Faction of Will am FT _"e Vilcount Stattorc 
£3 Tower-hwl, price ad. lolcl by Richara | 3a) VID, inthe OQla-! a(t | 


ANIMADVERSIONS 


ON THE 


LAST SPEECH 
Villam Viſcount Stafford 


WHO WAS 


BEHEBAD ED 
ON n 
"TOWER-HILL; 
FOR 
HIGH TREASON 
In Conſpiring the Death of the King, ec. 
on Wedne/day, December 29th. 1680. 


Ting mens words are generally much regarded : and 
Proteſtants who make Conſcience of their own words, 
and count it a Horrid Crime to ſpeak otherwiſe than 

they think when they -are dying, may be ready to take the 
meaſures of others by themſelves , and to Judge thoſe guilt- 
les, who when they are dying, aſſert their Innocency with the 
higheſt afleverations : But they will find very great reaſon to 
alter their opinion, if they take but due notice how very _ 

| DN, E 


77s 


(2) 


the Evidence was by which this wriſcrable Lord was caſt, and if 
withal they do but fully underſtand the Popiſh Principles, 
which deſtroy all cont:1dence m their words Jiving and dy- 
ng. 


Fully to convince Proteſ#arts , my delign ſhall be to prove 
that by the common Doctrine receiv d amongſt them , they 
are farmſ{hed with expedients, : wherely they may En whatas 
moſt trucy. »dl afficm what bs oſt ndrofibully fall, ahd hit 
with the moſt ſolmm Oaths or dreadfulleſt Imprecaticns, and yet 
neither lic nor be forſworn, nor any - way fin in the leaſt de- 
gree, and this they may do even wken djirg, | heir main artifice 
15 | $7 which they? call, Merfal :Equiocation, becaulle of a douYyle 
fo: I propoſtich partly expreſt &d partly &rv'd%in 
their minds, fo that a thing may be true in their own ſenſe br* 
vertuc of this Mental Reſervation , but falſe in che ſenſe of all 
that hear it. The uſe of this 1s allowed by all forts of Paj:/?-, 
p pertigbriy, rac Jejaits, it 1s an Artingr: decir to thengfnd 

tenet uid byithem then ahy othet ft nt ark hkever, 
becauſe this fraud is more calte , leſs diſccrrinole, and the ad- 
vantage of it admirable, and thercfore, ng wonder that they do 
not decline it at Trials in Courts of fadicawure. No nor when 
they are dying and approaching the 1 ribunial of the Great 
Judge, tho-truth and fncerity vs. the, 1t ever, 'ncceſlary, 
But this our Poor deceaſed Lord hath more pertineni inſtances 
of thoſe of his Principles and Circamſtanccs to encourage him 
with Oaths and Aſſeverations to afiert a falſhood and deny the 
Truth, 5 |. ® Bb BW a 


Toinſtance intheir Praftiſes, Father Garret, WWhitebreads Pre- 
decefſor in Office and Pradces,, and one concerned mn the Gun- 
owder Plot was notoriouſly guilty herem, for he denied that, 
| lerfin Y and iy arSeh re the Lords Opmibilforf 
M, Which && aft wards prof updn him, ahd his* ordly 


for himſelf was this Do&rine of Equivecation. 


Yo likeWeTreſhan hotter of the 'Potrder Plotters fhid, that 
Garnet was ptivy tothe Treaſon, but afterwards juſt before his 
death took 1t upon his Salvation that he had accuſed Garnet 
wrongfully , and that he had not ſcen him of ſixteen years be- 
fore, and fo dycd: 'But'this his Proreſtwtzon ard Oath was Tolih 
after proved notoriouſly fatfe, yea Garret himſelf corifcfted that 
within ſixteen years he had ſeen him many times , whete- 
upon being asked what 'be thought of Treſbams dyimg Oath 
and Proteſtution , he ' anſwered Pojjubly Treſham * meant to Equi: 
Pooale, | | 


Andthks very DoQttine of Equivocation was juſtified by Garret 


in 


(3) 


in a Manuſcript left by him, which was commwicated by King 
7.omres, to the famous Canſabon, 


Both the ſtorics before named may be found at large in the 


Hiſtory , of the Gun-powder Treaſon, and in the Proceedings 
azainſt thoſe Traytors. 


By this we ſee, that theſe things have been praftiſed of old, 
and juſtified by their Teachers as lawtul even at the hour of 


death, therefore we need not be ſurpriz'd to find any Papiſt 
uſing this art in his Laſt Speech. 


But their Principles are further conſiderable, of which take 
ſome Account. 


eſt by their Dofrine, they may lawfuly fay what is falſe 
makit.o uſe of a mental Reſervation, and tho it be a groſs un- 
truth in it ſelf as expreſt, and they know it to be fo, and uſe 
it with af intent to decerve othets, yet they do not reckon 
it to be ate, and conſequently 0 þr:, and fo need not fear - u- 


ling it when going out of the world. This is affirmed in diſtinct 
T reatiſes bf this fubjet by Father Parſons, Nater, Sanche and 0- 
thers. 


And here let theWorld beJudge what regard is due tothe words 
of thoſe, 'tho they be the words of dying men, whoſe Dottrine 
aſſures the 'molt gttilry perſons in the world, that if they perſiſt 
in a falſe defence of , their mnocency-, even utito- death, yer 
by ths method they teach them it Will be no he at all, nor 
any Un, | 


This may be endugh- to ſatisfe us Concerning the expreſiions 
whereby. this Lord: diſclaims his guilt which are not a few, as 
in the firſt Paragraph of his Speech, I do moſt truly in 
the preſence ot, the Eternall, Ommpotent , and 
All-knowing God, -Proteit upon my Salvation , 
that Iam as Innocent as ut 1s pothible for any 
Man to , be, ſo. much as'.in a thought of the 
Crimncs laid to amy charge: F\ The old. canting expreſ: 
lion, &s Dwocent as the Child anborm , is here varied. ] In the 
third Paragraph, Since my long impriſonment I have 
conſidered often what could be the Original cauſe 


of my: being thus accuſed, fince I knew my elf 
not culpable, fo much as' in a thought ; and I 
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C4) 
cannot bcelicyc 1t to be upon any other Account 
then my being of the Church of Rome, In the forth 
Paragraph. To my great and unſpeakable grief / 
have offended God in many things by many great 
Offences ; but, T give him moſt humble thanks, not 
in any of thoſe. Crimes of which I was accuſed. 
In the ſixth Paragraph- And 1f 1 had known of any 
Treaſon, and ſhould thus deny it, as I do nowup- 
on my Salvation art this time, I ſhould have no 
hopc of Salvation. In the cleventh Paragraph, I do 
now upon my. Death and Salyation aver that 7 
never ſpoke one word either unto Oats or Turberail, 
or, to my knowledge, ever ſaw them untilmy Try- 
al, and tor Dzgdale I never ſpoke to him of any 
thing but about a Foot-boy, or Foot-man, or Foot- 
race, and never was then alone with him. tn the 
ewelfth andthirteenth Paragraphs. T hope I have made it 
appear that I have ſome Conſcience, for 1t I had ' 
none certainly I would have ſfaycd my lite by ac- 
knowledging my {elf guiley ; which I could have 
done, tho I know I am not inthe leaft guilty, and 
I having ſome Conſcience make very 1ll uſe of it 
for I throw my - ſelf into Eternal pain by thus 
plainly and conſtantly denying thus at my Death, 
the knowledg of what 1 am accuſed of, in the 
leaſt I have. ſaid thus; much in diſcharge of my 
Conſcience, and do aver upon my Salvation what 
4 have {a1d-to be rcally truce. And in the very laſt 
Paragraph. T do:with my laft Breach truly aſſert my 
Innocency, and hope the Omniporent All-ſec- 
Ing, Jutt God will 'deal with me accordingly. 
Let the Reader judge how true theſe Proteſtations of his In- 
nocency, are hike. to be, after he hath conſidered the fairneſs 
of his Tryal, the clearneſs and fulneſs of the Evidence againſt hint, 


and their DoArines, which thats allow them to go out of the world with 
Lies in their months. w5 | 

Secondly, They maintain that when they may lawfully ſpeak 
what is falle,they may lawfally-fwear it 5 thus Father Parſons, Le/- 
ens Sanchez, and Jo. SanGins. 


Thx 


(5) 


This s their DoQrine, whereby it is evident; that if « Perſon 


be Accuſed and Condemned for a Deſign to murther his Prince, 


choug!1 he deſign it as much as any Atlaſlinate ever did; yet: he 
may not only. deny it, and yet ot Lye, by vertue of a Henta/ 


Equivecatioy,. but though'he be as guilty as any Perſon that ever; 
was condemned in the World, yet he may aſſert his Innocency: 
with Oaths ; and notwithſtanding, by this Art he may tree hin 


ſelf from atl Guilt of Perjury,and all other Sin.And this quite deitroys 
their Credit as toall theif Aſeverations and Oaths, how many and 
horrid ſoever they be, when they think themſelves concerned to 
Equivocate. ; 

He that would be believed againſt ſuch Evidence as convicted 
this Lord had need be a Man of more than ordinary Credit. But: 
Men of his Lordſhips Principles are quite broke as to this, for their 
Credit is blaſted by their Doctrine. 

Thirdly, They may uſe ſuch Mental Reſerves or Equivocations, 
when they are urged by others not to uſe any, or when themſelves 
profeſs and ſwear they ule none ; So De Secund. Boxzcina Sanchez; 
and Fa. Parſous in his Treatiſe of Equivocations,; approved by ;Gar- 


net and RlackweZ : One paſlage whereof I-will: here give yau-;;{f 


(faith he) the Incompetent Judge ſhall further ask, whether you do not 


Equivocate, you may anſwer no, but with another, Equivocation : if 


again ſuſpetting you he urges, whether this third time yea do not Equi« 
wocate, then the third tame alſo ſay na, but with another-ſecret Fqais 
vocation-;_and ſo as often as he ſhall ask the like; Vers by Equivoy 
cating ſay you do.not Kqyiuecate. _ ENTS, 11 

Fourthly, By their, DoQtrine they.may Lawſully uſe ſuch 3/ex- 
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any thing fecrer, than theſe Men are to conmlthg Flo ; both for 


. 
EEE 


with 2 Lye in his Mouth, They thigk alſo hereby, to weaken the 
Credit of the Witnelles, and to dilparage the Juſlige of the Nation. 
And Laſtly, his Lordſhip, .and th oy 
before him, may think to. dic a at 
Papiſts, and as Innocent, in the Judgment of manyqthers. Butjon 
the other hand, 1t his Lordſhip, TONE OT hetore humglcd 


Levi 
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been & ingenuous to have confeſſed what they knew of this Hel- 
liſh Plot, they had broke the Neck of their own Defſigfn,which ſeems 
dearer to them than their Lives, or any other Concerns; they had 
encouraged others of the Confpirators to have followed their Lea- 
ders herein,and fo the Plot tad been wholly difſected,and &; oot/ it 
ſelf in danger to be rendred odious to the whole Chriſtian World, 

and for ever hereafter to be abhorred and renounced by all that 

own the Chriſtian Name, as utterly pn to Chriſtianity, 

and to beabhorred by Mankind as that which bids Defiance to Hu- 

manity it {elt. 

Having thus ſufficiently anſwered thoſe Paſſages in his Speech” 
that affert his Innocency, come we next to his falſe Commetidation, 
and Character of their Church. In the third Paragraph (faith he) 
J have no reaſon to be aſhamed of my Relt5ton, foz it 
ttacheth nothing but tye right Pozſhip of God, Ob: dr- 
ence to the Kinz, and due Subozdin to the Tem- 
pozal Laws of the Kingdom, F do ſubmit to all 
Articics of Faith beiteved and tangyt in the Catholick 
Church, believing them to be mot? conſonant with the 
wozd of God.-- And whereas it Hath ſv much and often 
been objected, that the Church holds that Sovevergn 
P2inces Excommunicated by thz Pope, may by therr 
Subjects be Depoſed and Wurdered ; as tothe Wurder 
of P2inces. J have been taneght ay a matter of Faith, 
in the Catholick Faith, that ſuch Doctrine tis bo- 
lical, Yozrid and Petelfabie ; and contrary to the Law 
of God. Nature and Nations ; any as ſuch from my 
heart J renounce and abominate it. As fo: the Do- 
ctrine of De of P2tnces, yn ſome Divines 
of the Catholick Church hold 1t, but as Able and Lear- 
ned as they have wit againſt it : butit was not pzeten- 
ded to be the Poctrine of the Church; that is .anyPoint 
of Catholrck Faith. Wherefoze J do here iti my Con- 
ſcience declare, that it is mp CTrite and Real Judgment 
that the ſame Doctrine of epoung Kin mtraty 
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gs 
to the Fundamental Laws dom, Jnjurt- 
ous to Doveraign Power ; and ently. would 
te in me, 02 aniyother of Dis Majeſt Subjects Jm- 
pious and Damnable, That rheir Churth teacheth the con- 
trary to the right Worſhip of God, and Obedience to Kings is ve- 
ry eaſie to prove: But it is a Work that hath been fo often done 
already, that here we ſhall waveit. To comethen to the nice 
Point, viz. the King-illing Doctrine. This is a Charge 
upon them of ſo horrid a nature, that I do not wonder that they 
all uſe their utmoſt endeavours to perfwade the World that they 
hold no ſuch Doftrine. That Mariana held it, Gavar himſelf 
owned : 


(9) 


owned : Sunt;r2/u5 his Book was a little more favourable to 
kings than Marjan,'s, and yet this was printed at Rome, and appro- 
ved by Mutius V'iteefcus the General of the Jeſuits, Ribadmera, 
Scribanius under the name of Boxarſcius, Becanus, Oreſterus, do 
partly praiſe and partly detend Mariana. And wherein doth Fma- 
ue! $.x come thort of Marian in that particular, or Becarus in his 
Engliſh Controvorſ/tes 5 which are approved of, not only by divers 
Biſhops, but Ly the Provincial Jetuits of Portugal and Germany : 
Yea, a whole Znw2r/tty approves of it. To which add Fa. Cam- 
pian, who may be im ttead of all ; he declares, That all the Feſuits 
ſpread far and wide throuzh the whole World have entred into a League 
#0 make amy all Fitvetisal Kings it awy manner wharſorver ; non will 
they deſpair of effetting it ſo long as one Feſuit remains in the Mar. 
In Epift. ad Concil. Reg. Anal. p. 2.2. 

The Charch of Rome doth declare, that the Pope hath power to 
depoſe Kings, eſpecially tor Herefie. This is not only the Opini- 
0! of all forts ot their Authors, bur is efpecrally determined by 
their Popes, and the Decrees of General Councils. They do alſo 
declare, that Xings being Depofed, any one may* kill them, ar 
Jeaſt bythe Pope's Ovdzr. For this we have the dechred: Senſe of 
the whole Body ot the Jefuitsin France, f than whom,rwaivdl rhe 
Society inany part of the World were more favourable to-Kinps,] 
it an Apology for Their Doftriae art "thts. Subjett ro Zddvry the 
Fourtit.\yet rhererbey dechare Oo tha words: at #d2:1va, cpttis- 
nant to th Dotrme of ' Aprinss,” Eajetan, Srik Coma ins,; J66- 
#ius. in otherss That a Tyrant mo far na ff Tire, bat wſurſs 
Authority, may be killed by any one. Now there 15: none of 
who have the uſe of Reaſon will deny, but a Xing depaſed by the 
Pope is ſuck a Tyrant, a meer Uſurper, without ſuch a juſt Title ; 
and therefore they cannot deny but it s thewr Dottrine : That 2 
Kinz Depoſed by the Pope may be killed by aity one. '* 

In the Seventh and Sixteenth Paragraphs he prays for the King, 
acknowledging him Yss Lawful King and Bo [« 
and denying that awy Power on Earth ca Legs 
low him, 02 any Body elſe toliis up & Dand 
Legal Autyonty; and then Poayrng foe Him, that he 
may enjoy all wm this Wozld, and the 9ozld 
tocome, He would undoubredly have it rhought, that lie' bad 
nodeſign to kill rhe Xizg, who cari pray for big proſperous Reign. 
But it need not ſeem ſtrange that any of them ſhowld Equivocave 
in their way of Praying, ſince their Church: allows of plain Lyes 
i their publick Liturgies, which divers of their own Authors 
expreſs themſelves ſenſible of. | js 
 Togive one inſtance of this in Fi. Garnet, he compoſed ſome 
Prayers for the good Succeſs of the Powder Phot, which he uſed 
- among(t his Party ; and being charged with it, anfvered "_ a 
efuit : 


434 
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Jeſuit : He ſaid, He mate not thoſe Prayers with that meaning that 
the thing might fall out according to the mind of the Conſpirators, 
but rather croſs to their defires ; that ſo the Safety of King and King- 
dom might be provided for. So that when he prayed tor the Ruin 
of the Xing and Aingdom, his meaning was that they might be pre- 
ſerved and proſper. So when any of this fort of Men, I mean 
Romiſh Zealots, pray for the King's proſperous Reign. why may 
not their meaning be his utter Deltruction ? For this 1s altogether 
as likely as the other. : | 

One thing is obſervable, that in his Prayer tor the King he twice 
comes in with the word Lega/. So in the 1ixth Paragraph. De 
would dffcover if he knew of au Jilegal Dangerous 

Plot, But rhe Queſtion will here be, what he means by Lega/ 
and 7/[ega/. By their Principles, it the Xing be Excommunicarted, 
his Authority is not Legal, and therefore the P/ot againſt him not 
Nllegal. This Artifice, though the thing be falſe in it (et, yet it 
may be innocently aſſerted by him. | 

His Temper at Death was none of the moſt Chriſtianlike, for 

he could not forbear [ though he pretendedly forgave them } vil- 
lifying the Witneſles againſt hum, by calling them Perjured 
Fellows 3$ But what better can be expe&ted from ſuch Men. And 
he ſeems deſignedly to intimate that his Fryal was Illegal by this 
ſabtil Inſinuation : ſhall ſap little to my Gryal ; aud 
whether tt were all accoz to the known Law, J 
am too much a Party to ſay much of tt s Jkt were not 
ſo, God fozgive Him oz them that were the Cauſe of tf. 
Certainly never Man hada more Honourable, Juſt and Legal 
Tryal,and conſequently lefs Cauſe for ſuch a Malicious Infinuation. 

To conchide; We have great reaſon to believe that this Speech 
was contrived forthe promoting of their grand Plot, upon which, 
as a true Be-Jeſuited' Zealot, his Heart was ſo much ſet | the Ca- 
tholick Intereſt being ſodeeply concerned in it,] that the thoughts 
of Death / conldiniot divert him. . Now, if we are found ſo Weak 
and Fatile as:t6bdlieverheſe [fraudulent Expretlions of this Lord, 
and others thati were Executed before him, againit fo much Rario- 
ral Evidence; then itheir: Work is in a manner done ;/ and they 
wilt d6 moreartitheir Deathsby putting aur pur Eyes; (than they 
conldinall their:Lives. We cannot in Juſtice, Reaſon or Chariry 
believe them againſt Such Evidence, who think they may Law- 
fully deceive us when dying, and apprehend it to be the great In- 
tereſt of their Cauſe ſo to do. | 
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LONDON, Printed for R. Baldwin, near the B«/!, in the 
Otd-Baly. I6%0. 


An Advertiſement. 


T the earneſt requeſt of ſome Friends I 
have been prevailed with to publiſh this 
ſmall Treatiſe , which. had been ſooner 
done, had is not been Ie inthe Preſs in the 
Year 1667 ; by which the Reader will eaſily ſee 
what a proſpett the Author then had of the At- 
ſeries we now groan under, and with what Zeal 
he then earneſtly laboured to open the eyes of Eng- 
liſhmen, againſt the curſed Plots and Contrivan- 


ces of the bloud-thirſty Papi(ts. 


June 18 1631. 
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